Boaters, picnickers, campers, and fishermen flock to
enjoy the sparking waters of Lake Perris today, but can
hardly imagine all the changes that have occurred here.
Two hundred years ago, for example, when the first over-
land immigrants from Mexico passed through this area
under the leadership of Captain Juan Bautista de Anza,
they saw a fertile valley, well watered by springs and even
a small river that ran into San Jacinto Lake. Now, the river
hasbeen diverted, the lake s dry, and several of the springs
have disappeared.

Indians who lived in this area before American settle-

coyotes, and rattlesnakes may sometimes be seen by day
though they tend to shy away from people, More fre-
quently seen are a wide variety of lizards, rodents, water-
fowl, and birds of prey. Beautiful dlsplays of wnldﬂowevs
occur during the rainy

sometimes whistling swans and pelicans. Blacknecked
stilts, avocets, killdeer, willets, kingfishers, egrets, and
herons are attracted to the water’s edge.

Day and night, hawks and owls are frequently seen

through April,
Lake Perris i is ringed by various hills and small moun-
tains. The on

the south-facing slopes of the Russell Mountains and
Hills and is ch ized by shrubby plants
d lia brittleb +

black sage,

ment found a wide variety of foodstuffs here: acorns,
mesquite, screw beans, seeds, wild fruits and berries, roots,
and greens, They hunted deer, antelope, mountain sheep,
raccoons, rabbits, birds, and other animals. They enjoyed
games, contests of skill, and music. Tradition was their
ruling authority, and old people were venerated as teach-
ers of skills and values. Few traces of those first human
residents are still visible today, although a number of very
old rock paintings canstill be found. The Yai Heki Regional
Indian Museum opened in 1985 and was the first of several
similar museums to be built by the California State Park
System to commemorate the culture and lifestyle of
California’s diverse Native American population.

The Land

The untended areas of Lake Perris may seem rocky and
barren at first glance, but an amazing variety of natural
wonders are waiting to be found by those who seek them
out, The pred plant ity, coastal sage scrub,
ishosttoa variety of bi irdsand wildlife. Mule deer, bobcats,

white sage, buckwheat, and cacti. Conditions are some-
what shadier on hillsides that face north or northwest so
that chaparral plants such as chamise, penstemon, and—
caution!—poison oak are apt to be found.

Remnants of the original perennial grasses that once
flourished in this region can still be found in the flat interior
of the park surrounding the lake, but the majority of plants

hunting for mice, moles, wood rats, pocket gophers, ground
squirrels, kangaroo rats, and other rodents. These animals
provide food notonly for hawks, owls, and snakes, butalso
forcoyotes, long-tailed weasels, skunks, badgers, and bob-
cats. The bike trail offers an easy and convenient way to see
some of the birds and other wildlife of Lake Perris. Early
morning or dusk are the best times. Ranger-led hikes are
conducted during the spring and early summer months.
Perris has hot, dry summers and cool, moist
winters. Rainy weatheris limited almost completely to the
months between November and April. The area lies at a
crossroads of weather influences. Coastal fog (and smog)
comes from the west, while “Santa Anas”—strong, hot, dry
winds—come ﬁ'om the deserts to the east and northeast.

that now make up the valley ity (includ-
ing Russian thistle) were imported from Europe by early
settlers. Riparian areas near springs and seeps, and on east
and south lakeshores include willows, cattails, elderberry
and nettles.

More than a hundred different species of birds have
been spotted at Lake Perris. Many are migratory, and stop
at the park briefly during their travels, while others make
thelr permanent residence here. Larks, loggerhead shrikes,

ifornia thrashers, quail, wrens, sp
hummingbirds, golden eagles, several varieties of hawks,
ospreys, and even bald eagles may be seen. In addition,
many varieties of waterfowl use lhelakzmclud.mg pintails,
teals, lers, various geese, and

Most pl. imalsat Lake Perris are well adapted
to the hot, dry environment. Chamise leaves are tiny and
waxy to minimize water loss due to evaporation. Some
grasses and wildflowers rush from bloom to seed in Just a
fewshort weeksand bl theirlife
cycle within the brief wet season. Kangaroo ratsaresowell
adapted to dry environments that they seldom drink wa-
ter, and manage to extract the moisture they need directly
from their food.

The plants and animals of Perris valley have changed
considerably over the last two hundred years due to hu-
man activity, but the natural history of this area can still
intrigue the observant visitor.

American Avocet

Kangaroo Rat ~ ’

Poison Oak

-




-
Please Help

To make everyone's visit to Lake Perris more en-
Jjoyable, remember:
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Welcome to
Lake Perris State Recreation Area!

Our goal is to provide the highest quality recreational expe-
rience possible. Enjoy your visit.

Boating

Boat launching ramps, with ample parking for boat trail-
ers, are located on the north side of the lake. Sailboats and
windsurfers may park and launch in the sail cove area west of
lot 1. A concession-operated marina offers boatslips, dry
storage, a gas dock, a coffee shop, and boat repair. The marina
store carries bait and tackle, boating accessories, camping
supplies, and snacks. You can also rent fishing boats, hobie
cats, sailboards, jet skis, and paddle boats.

AlessandroIsland, a day use, boat-in only area, has picnic
tables under shade ramadas; grills are nearby. There’s a trail
leading to the top of the island where fine views of the area can
be enjoyed.

Boats must not exceed ﬁve mlles per hnur wnhm 100 feet
of shore. perhour. All
travel on the lake must be coumerdnckmse

US.C.G. approved personal floatation devices are re-
quired on all vessels (including sailboards).

Swimming

‘You may swim only in the Moreno and Perris Beach areas
that are desxgmted by buoys. Lifeguards areon duty in those

andon
fall. Scuba dxvmg isallowedat Perris Beach. Snack barsat both
beaches are open during the summer. A three-flume, conces-
sion-operated waterslide is located on the east end of Moreno
Beach. It is open daily during the spring and summer and on

ds as weather permits after that.

Fishing

Lake Perris was the first lake in Sou(hem Califomm tobe
stocked with Alab: A ke planted
rainbow trout, channel catfish, and Florida bluegill. Green
sunﬁsh were nut planted, but arrived with tl\e water from the

withtiny
Bay thal pmv;dz food for the gamzﬁsh The lake also has a
large population of crayfish or “

“The best areas to look for catfish are the southwest corner
of the dam or the east end of the lake. The cats go for mackerel
or nightcrawlers as bait. Look for bass around Alessandro
Island and use water-dogs or “crawdads.” Trout are taken
along the dam and respond to shad. Bluegill like crickets or
meal worms and can be taken around the marina or in marshy
areas. “Crawdads” may be taken by hand, line, or net. You
must, however, be in possession of a valid California fishing
license if you are 16 or older. Fishing from boats is usually
preferred during !he day' all boats mus!be off khe lake by one
houraftersunset. Fish-cls
the day-use areas. You may fish from shore all mgh!, but
vehicles must be out of the day-use parking lots by the posted
closing time (10:00 PM in summer; 8:00 PM in winter).

Hunting

In cooperation with the Department of Parks and Recre-
ation, the Department of Fish and Game operates hunting
areas for upland game: brush and cottontail rabbits, black-
tailed jackrabbits, valley quail, mourning dove, ducks, and
geese. Only shotguns may be used in these designated areas;
shooting in other areas of the park is prohibited. Hunting
information is available at the park kiosks.

Hiking, Bicycling,
and Horseback Riding

There is a nine-mile hiking and bicycling trail around the
lake. Itis paved except for a short stretch at the south end of the
dam.

A hiking trail leads to the scenic overlook at Terri Peak.
Another trail (accessible to wheelchairs), leads to a spot near
the campfire center that offers a ﬁne view of Moreno Pass.

tellthe story of the

area before Lake Perris was built.

A horse trail circles the lake and goes on into the unde-
veloped part of the recreation area, Springtime riders find
themselves in the midst of a colorful sea of wildflowers.

Volunteers

Lake Perris relies on volunteers to help serve our visitors.
Ifyouenjoy helping people, protecting Lake Perris, and would
like to volunteer some of your time, please call the park office
at (909) 657-0676.

Picnicking

Ramadas, tables, grills, and restrooms (wheelchair acces-
sible) are located at Moreno and Perris Beaches and at the
Bernasconi area. Pepper, zucalypms, cypress, palm, and pme
trees planted forshade; p
large grassy areas are available for games,

Three group picnic areas with ramadas, tables, grills, and
restrooms (wheelchair accessible) are available, each accom-
modating up to 200 people. They are located at the east end of
the park adjacent to lots 13 and 14. The Bernasconi area has one
group picnic area that can accommodate 25-100 people and
has tables, grills, water and chemical toilets. Reservations for
these facilities can be made at the campground kiosk.

Rock Climbing

A rock-climbing area just south of the dam provides
climbers with a variety of challenges and many spectacular
views, Climbers may park at the Bernasconi area and take the
bicycle trial to Big Rock. The Department of Parks and Rec-
reation does not install or maintain any fixtures or equipment
on Big Rock. Climb at your own risk.

Camping

The family campground has 167 sites for tent campers and
264 paved sites for recreational vehicles up to 27 feet long.
Each site has a table, grill, and parking for two vehicles. Water
and restrooms with hot showers are nearby. These facilities
are designed to accommodate wheelchairs. The RV sites have
hook-ups for water, electricity, and sink water disposal. There
is a trailer sanitation station near the campground entrance.

The group campground has six areas. Each area will
accommodate from 25 to 100 people. Each area has shade
ramadas, tables, restrooms with hot showers, and a campfire
ring. The Bernasconi group campground has three areas that
will accomodate 25 to 80 people. These group campgrounds
have tables, grills, and chemical toilets.

The primitive horse camp with corrals, watertroughs,
picnic tables, campfire rings, drinking water, and chemical
toilets will accommodate groups of up to 50 people. It has
plenty of parking for vehicles and trailers.

Reservations are recommended throughout the summer
season and for spring and fall weekends. Camp and picnic
reservations for groups must be made at the campground
kiosk. Family campsites can be reserved by calling MISTIX at
1/800/444-PARK. Checkout time is 2:00 PM daily. Campers
who

park, beautiful weather, and reduced camping rates,

s

Regional Indian Museum

Interpretation

IM\} l’HIIIh
erpretive A

N




Sail Cove
(no power
baats)

(-]

Fishin,

TERRI PEAK

T2
h

o o

* o
o
Marina (wet boat storage)

Small Craft Warning Flag
g Piers

43R
Call Box

~ ALESSANDRO '

/"\\\AA

TRAIL CAUTION: /§\/

STEEP& ROUGH gy, pock (rock climbing)

ISLAND

b

1/8
BERNASCON! /
{no dogs) MILES

Parking A\ TENT CAMPSITES

"7 HIKE AND BIKE CAMPSITES
' RV SITES (hookups)
[ RESTROOMS (with showers)
&, TELEPHONE

TO MARINA
BEACH & RAMP 5

i

PAVED ROADS

BIKE TRAIL (no vehicles)
DIRT ROADS

HORSE TRAILS

HIKING TRAILS

PICNIC AREA
GROUP PICNIC AREA

GROUP CAMPING

SWIMMING AREA (no boats-
swim in designated areas only)

5 MPH BUOY LINE (no wake zone)
BOAT TRAFFIC DIRECTION
TRAILER SANITATION STATION
“ PARKING LOT NUMBERS
NO HUNTING

/
/

WEATHER ADVISORIES

Atselected locations in and near boating areas, siorm advisaries lm:dmpl:vcd
by flag hoists or lights. Display poinis are usually Coast Guard stations,
marinas, or municipal piers. A boater should become familiir with the displ v
statinns in the area and the meanings of the signals.

m = I= ] |
Daytime »
Signals I .
SMALLCRAFT | GALE STORM iURRICANE
Wads up o Wndsupto | Windsupto | Winds 74 mph
4 mph 73 mph andwp
0-38mph  ADVISORY ONLY (Boaters 1o use caution, warning only)

38 mph
‘The flag is usually posted between 25-38 mph, depending
on conditions.

38-54mph  GALE WINDS, Windsurfers and other SAILCRAFT allowed.
Jet ski's and other vessels with less than six inches of free-
board are not allowed. Rental fishing boats fall under this
category.

S4mph-up  LAKE CLOSURE. No boats, windsurfers, sailboats or jet

ski's allowed until lifted. Flag is square with black square in
the middle.
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